intelligence operations from » Congres-;
‘sional committees authorized to receive:
‘suchreports. .3, o

- fore being carried out.He said that in the. ing his: February remarks to the Senate
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Turner Says Congress Units Were Told of

All Covert Intelligence Actions

7. By CHARLESMOHR:,
b Specialto TheNew Yorx Tlmes - . o
WASHINGTON, March 18 ~— Adm.
Stansiield Twiner, the Director of Central | &
Inelligence, said today that he bad never :* &
withheld knowledge of covert American~ 3

" House . commitee  today that” only in
* . closed, secret session could he tully ex-
plain his answer to the Senate committee.
- .. Representative Les Aspin, Democrat
- 2361 Wisconsin, said that he was “very dis-

_turbed” by Admiral Turner’s testimony.
.”*Mr. Aspin said Congress did not have and
“+ did not seek a veto power on covert opera-

_tions. Prior notification, he said, would
‘require intelligence agency planners to
justity ideas that sometimes *‘mesmer-
-ize” those involved in undercover work

but seemn ‘‘crazy” toanyongelse. Lo .
-+ Hecited a plan that wasonce advanced
within the C.1.A.-to give 2 disease-in-
~fested diving suit to Cuba's leader, Fidel
CaSt!’O. . - ,_)"‘;..-',' o Tl e e

But'Admira} Turzer, testifying before: -
the Heuse Intelligence Committee, said ¢
that one reason that he firmly opposed a.”
legal obligation to give prior hotice-of
such clandestine actions to the commit-
tees was that it would permit Congress to
make an- “excessive intrusion’ . into
Presidential decision making. < =7 »is e

Admiral Turner.argued that the re<
quirements of Congressional oversight
would be fully met if the authorized com-
mittees learned of covert operations only
after they were completed and if they re-
ceived ‘‘sutficient information to allow a
judgment as tolegality and propriety.”.;;

.- Disclesure Threatas Veto

The head of the Central Intelligen
Agency said, “Every individual with ac-
cess to prior to notification would have
the power to veto the activity through'a
threattodiscloseit,”’. =0 “Foomwhah 4

_youhave just described is a process ol in-

cause jt involved a Corgressicnal effort
‘to achieve “'better decisions.” ... -

s

Feb. 21 had: been-!*seriously misrepre-
sented in the press.”’ News accounts cen-
tered on his statement.that-it.was 'not
correct” that at least some members.o

had been inforrned cove
actions by the C.LALSLL IS : 3
.. He went on to say that in the last three 3 oo
yeaxs’ all covert-actions except one were: _While:Admiral Turner sald Nay that|
Qescribed to authorized cormittees.bex. | the press was to blame for misinterpret-

. o n§;eu Press Interna
- StansHeld Turner appearing before
the House panel on intelligence,

case of the exception, Congress was noti<’ commitee;; Senate sources: said that he}
fied within hours *‘of the risks being be- bad told the Senate committee in closed!
‘hind us.”” Other. informed sources said | session that he had not understood the,
that the exception was:the case of six [-question that led to his controversial an-
Americans who were spirited out of Iran |-Swer,: and thus. admitted .that he had;
with the help of the Cangdian Embassy.- given a misleading mponse.tge told thel

P Admiral Turner responded that what .

yolving Congress in decision making® bes.:

i

!




